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Hebden  Bridge,  13th  February,  1899. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year 
189b,  my  Twenty-first  Annual  one,  on  the  sanitary  condition 
and  general  health  of  the  Rural  District  of  Todmorden. 

I  estimate  the  population  of  your  district  to  the  middle 
of  the  year  1898  to  be  5,000,  an  increase  of  100  over  that 
of  the  year  1897.  This  estimation  is  calculated  on  the 
natural  increase  of  births  over  deaths,  the  number  of  newly 
built  houses  occupied  during  the  year,  and  due  allowance  is 
at  the  same  time  madeifor  empty  dwellings  in  outlying  parts. 

During  the  year,  one  hundred  and  seven  births,  five  of 
which  were  illegitimate,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  21*4  per  1,000 
were  registered,  against  141  births  and  a  rate  of  28*7  per 
1,000  for  the  previous  year.  Of  these  births,  50  were  males 
and  57  were  females.  This  is  the  lowest  birth-rate  recorded 
since  the  year  1894,  when  it  avus  only  19*7  per  1,000. 

The  death-rate  is  17  per  1,000.  This  is  high  for  a  Rural 
District,  and  may  be  accounted  for  to  some  extent  by  the 
fact  that  aged  people  reside  principally  in  the  farm  districts, 
while  those  of  the  younger  generation  drift  into  the  adjoining 
neighbourhood  of  Hebden  Bridge,  close  to  the  various  mills 
and  workshops.  Thirty-five  out  of  85  deaths  occurred  in 
persons  over  60  years  of  age,  and  29  of  these  were  over  65 
years.  It  may  be  fairly  granted  that  a  large  proportion  of 
these  deaths  resulted  from  old  age  and  the  natural  causes 
attending  the  decline  of  life.  Eighty-five  deaths,  three  of 
which  Avere  uncertified,  50  of  whom  Avere  males  and  35  were 
females,  giving  an  annual  rate  of  mortality  per  1,000  of  17, 
Avere  registered,  The  number  of  deaths  and  rate  for  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year  were  84  and  17T  per  1,000.  One  death  only  out 
of  85  is  attributed  to  the  principal  infectious  diseases,  viz.,  a 
case  of  Typhoid  Fever;  giving  a  Zymotic  mortality  of  0'2 
per  1,000  per  annum,  against  four  deaths  and  a  Zymotic 
death-rate  of  0*8  per  1,000  for  the  year  1897.  This  is  a 
highly  satisfactory  feature  in  this  Annual  Report  of  1898, 
and  any  district  with  a  population  of  5,000,  and  an  area  as 
large  as  yours,  which  passes  through  a  whole  year  Avith  only 
one  death  from  the  principal  infectious  diseases,  must  be 
considei  ed  both  healthy  and  in  a  fairly  favourable  sanitary 
condition. 
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Of  the  85  deaths,  15  were  those  of  infants  under  one 
year  old,  against  15  infants  out  of  a  total  mortality  of  84  for 
the  previous  year.  The  rate  of  infant  mortality  measured 
by  the  proportion  of  deaths  under  one  year  to  births 
registered,  is  equal  to  140T  per  1,000.  This  is  considerably 
higher  than  that  of  the  year  1897.  The  proportion  of  deaths 
among  this  class,  for  that  year,  to  every  1 ,000  births  regis¬ 
tered,  was  equal  to  106-3  per  1,000.  Four  deaths  were  those 
of  children  over  1  but  under  5  years  old;  four  were  deaths 
5  and  under  15  years;  twenty-three  were  deaths  25  and 
under  60  years,  and  thirty-five  were  deaths  60  years  and  up¬ 
wards.  The  deaths  from  sudden  or  violent  causes  were 
about  the  average  and  numbered  6,  viz.,  two  from  drowning, 
three  from  injuries,  and  one  from  natural  causes;  all  of 
which  were  investigated  by  Coroner’s  juries. 

The  infectious  diseases  reported  to  me  under  the  “Not- 
fication  Act”  have  been  twelve,  viz.,  Typhoid  Fever  6, 
Scarlet  Fever  4,  and  Erysipelas  2.  The  infectious  diseases 
reported  in  the  preceding  year  were  twenty. 

Typhoid  Fever . — Six  notifications  of  this  Fever  were 
received,  viz.,  three  in  the  Parish  of  Heptonstail,  two  in  that 
of  Erringden,  and  one  in  BlackshaAV.  Three  of  these  cases 
were  treated  at  home,  of  whom  one  died,  and  three  were 
removed  to  the  Fielden  Hospital,  all  of  whom  recovered. 
As  to  the  origin  of  this  disorder,  I  can  only  maintain  what  I 
have  already  mentioned  in  my  last  Quarterly  Report,  that  I 
believe  at  least  three  of  these  are  due  to  polluted  drinking 
waters,  which  receive  contamination  from  manured  fields 
through  which  the  supply  has  to  run  before  delivery  for 
domestic  use.  I  take  this  opportunity  of  impressing  on  the 
Council  the  great  importance  of  removing  all  cases  of  this 
Fever  to  the  Fielden  Hospital,  where  they  have  a  much 
better  chance  of  recovery  than  by  stopping  at  home,  with 
no  proper  nursing  facilities,  and  other  disadvantages:  besides 
the  danger  that  remains  to  others,  through  drains  and  closets 
infected  with  Typhoid  excretions,  and  which  may  reproduce 
the  disease  afterwards. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Four  cases  were  reported,  three  at 
Midgehole,  and  one  at  Nursery-nook.  I  am  pleased  to  say 
that  all  were  removed  to  Hospital,  and  no  fresh  outbreak 
took  place. 

Influenza  was  prevalent  more  or  less  throughout  the 
whole  year,  and  caused  five  deaths;  four  of  which  occurred 
in  aged  persons  who  had  passed  60  years  of  age,  and  had  no 
complications. 


5 


Chicken  Pox  occurred  in  a  few  instances  in  Heptonstall 
village  in  the  third  Quarter.  The  children  were  promptly 
excluded  from  attendance  at  school,  and  the  disorder  arrested. 

Of  the  remaining  causes  of  death,  six  are  due  to  Phthisis, 
thirteen  to  inflammatory  lung  affections,  and  seven  to  Heart 
Disease,  all  about  the  average  of  previous  years. 

House  building  still  continues  in  your  district,  mostly 
oil  the  borders  of  the  adjacent  authority  of  Hebden  Bridge. 
Lightecn  newly  built  houses  have  become  occupied  during 
1898,  against  23  for  the  year  1897. 

Appended  to  this  Report  are  five  tables,  together  with 
three  special  ones,  A,  B  and  C,  drawn  up  in  accordance  with 
instructions  from  the  Local  Government  Board  and  West 
Riding  County  Council;  also  the  Inspector’s  Report  of  the 
sanitary  work  completed  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  LAWSON,  M.B., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
rrhe  Todmorden  Rural  District  Council. 


INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

Of  Sanitary  Work  completed  during  the  year  1898. 

21  Complaints  have  been  received. 

940  Inspections  have  been  made. 

12  Orders  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendment  of  Houses  and  Premises 
9  Houses  Cleansed  and  Disinfected. 

24  New  House  Drains  Laid. 

11  New  House  Drains  Repaired  and  Cleansed. 

26  House  Drains  Trapped  and  Disconnected. 

2950  Privies  Cleansed. 

12  New  Privies  or  Water  Closets  Provided. 

15  Privies  Repaired. 

3  New  Ashpits  Provided. 

260  Loads  of  Ashes  Removed  by  Sanitary  Staff. 

200  Yards  of  New  Sewer  Laid. 

130  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Inspected. 

13  Other  Nuisances  Abated. 

7  Patients  Removed  to  Infectious  Hospital. 

(Signed) 


EMMETT  SMITH. 


Table  No.  i* 


Showing  Deaths  from  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases  for 

Ten  Years. 


Year. 

Smallpox. 

Measles. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria.  j 

Whooping  Cough. 

Fevers. 

Diarrhoea,  Dysen¬ 

tery  and  Cholera. 

Total. 

Rate  per  1000 

per  annum. 

1889 

0 

8 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

11 

1-4 

1890 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

3 

1 

9 

P2 

1891 

0 

3 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

6 

0-9 

1892 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0-2 

1893 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0-4 

1894 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

5 

PO 

1895 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

4 

0-8 

1896 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0-4 

1897 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

4 

0-8 

1898 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0-2 

Table  No.  2. 

Showing  Mortality  from  all  Causes  for  Pen  T  ears  at 

Subjoined  Ages. 


Year. 

Under  1 
Year. 

1  and 
under  5. 

5  and 
under  15 

15  and 
under  25 

25  and 
under  60 

60  and 
upwards 

Total. 

1889 

16 

12 

4 

4 

14 

47 

97 

1890 

17 

10 

9 

8 

29 

42 

115 

1891 

13 

12 

1 

2 

28 

55 

111 

1892 

13 

5 

1 

6 

22 

40 

87 

1893 

1894 

13 

11 

4 

8 

5 

3 

2 

4 

13 

17 

25 

26 

62 

69 

1895 

13 

3 

0 

5 

9 

46 

76 

1896 

12 

5 

3 

3 

18 

32 

73 

84 

1897 

15 

10 

3 

5 

19 

32 

35 

1898 

15 

4 

4 

4 

23 

85 

Table  No*  3* 


Showing  Births,  Deaths,  Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  and  number 
of  Deaths  under  One  Year,  with  Rate  per  1,000  Births  for 

Ten  Years. 


Year. 

Estimated 

Population. 

Deaths  under 

1  year. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death- 

rate. 

No. 

Rate  per 
1000  births 

1889 

7,400 

16 

99-3 

161 

97 

21-7 

13-1 

1890 

7,400 

17 

105-5 

161 

115 

21-7 

15-5 

1891 

6^587 

13 

98-4 

132 

111 

20-0 

16-8 

1892 

4,745 

13 

149-4 

87 

87 

18-3 

18-3 

1893 

4,745 

13 

116-0 

112 

62 

23-6 

13-0 

1894 

4.800 

11 

115-7 

95 

69 

19-7 

14-3 

1895 

4.800 

13 

112-0 

116 

76 

24-1 

15-8 

1896 

4.850 

12 

106-1 

113 

73 

23-2 

15-0 

1897 

4.900 

15 

106*3 

141 

84 

28-7 

17-1 

1898 

5,000 

15 

140-1 

107 

85 

21-4 

17-0 

Table  No*  4* 

Shewing  Mortality  from  different  Classes  of  Disease  for 

Ten  Years. 


Causes. 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

18961897 

1898 

Smallpox . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles  . 

8 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

0 

1 

3 

0 

Scarlatina  . 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Croup  . 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Whooping  Cough . 

2 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Typhus  Fever  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever  . 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Other  Fevers' . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diarrhoea  &  Dysentery 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Cholera  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Rheumatic  Fever . 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

Erysipelas  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

P}roemia  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Ague  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Phthisis  . 

8 

8 

3 

5 

2 

5 

4 

4 

2 

6 

Bronchitis,  Pneumo¬ 
nia  and  Pleurisy... 

16 

15 

27 

14 

15 

12 

13 

17 

10 

13 

Heart  . 

6 

7 

10 

8 

3 

2 

7 

9 

6 

7 

Injuries  . 

2 

2 

3 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

5 

Other  Diseases . 

53 

72 

61 

57 

38 

43 

48 

40 

53 

53 

Total  . 

97 

115 

!lll 

87 

62 

69 

76 

73 

84 

85 

<s 


Table  No*  5* 

Showing  the  Births,  Deaths  from  all  Causes,  and  from  certain 
Special  Causes,  with  Birth  and  Death-rates,  in  each  Quarter 

of  1898. 


Quarter  ending 

Births. 

Deaths  from 
all  Causes. 

Birth-rate. 

Death-rate. 

Seven 

Pr’nc’p’l 

Zymotic 

Diseases 

Death 

Phthisis 

S  FROM 

Diseases 

of 

Lungs. 

Heart 

Disease. 

March  31st  . 

29 

28 

23*2 

22-4 

0 

2 

6 

2 

June  30th  . 

18 

19 

14-4 

15-2 

0 

2 

2 

2 

September  30th 

29 

15 

23-2 

12 

0 

0 

3 

1 

December  31st. . 

31 

23 

24‘8 

18-4 

1 

2 

2 

2 

Total  . 

107 

85 

2F4 

17 

1 

6 

13 

7 

Mortality  from  subjoined  Causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of 
Children  under  Five  Years  of  Age. 


Causes. 

Under  5 
Years 
of  Age. 

Above  5 
Years 
of  Age. 

Smalloox . . . 

0 

0 

Scarlatina  . 

0 

0 

Dinhtheria . *. . 

0 

0 

Membranous  Croup . 

0 

0 

Tvnhus  Fever  . 

0 

0 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever . 

0 

1 

0 

Continued  Fever . 

0 

B.elansino-  Fever  . 

0 

0 

Puerneral  F ever  . 

0 

0 

Cholera  . 

0 

0 

Ervsinelas  . 

0 

0 

Measles  . 

0 

0 

Whoouin"  Cou^h . 

0 

0 

Diarrhoea  and  Dvsenterv  . 

0 

0 

Rheumatic  Fever . 

0 

0 

5 

Phthisis  . 

1 

Bronchitis  Pneumonia  and  Pleurisv . 

5 

8 

Heart  Disease  . 

0 

7 

Tnfluenza . 

0 

5 

Tmuries  . 

0 

5 

All  other  Diseases  . 

14 

34 

Total  . 

20 

65 

0 


Table  of  Deaths  during  the  Year  1898,  in  the  Todmorden 
Rural  Council  Sanitary  District,  classified  according  to 

D  iseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 

Mortality  from  all  Causes,  at  subjoined  Ages. 


Deaths 
all  ages. 

Under 
1  Y  ear 

1  and 
under 
5 

5  and 
under 
15 

1 5  and 
under 
25 

25  and 
under 
65 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards 

85 

15 

4 

4 

4 

29 

29 

Table  of  Population,  Births,  and  of  New  Cases  of 
Infectious  Sickness,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the  Year  1898,  in  the 
Todmorden  Rural  Council  Sanitary  District;  Classified 
according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


Population  at  all  Ages,  and  Registered  Births. 


Census  1891 . . .  4745 

Estimated  to  middle  of  1898 .  5000 

Registered  Births .  107 


New  Cases  of  Sickness  in  each  Locality,  coming  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Causes. 

Under  5 
Years 
of  Age. 

Above  5 

Y  ears 
of  Age. 

Smallpox  . 

0 

0 

Scarlatina  . 

3 

1 

Diphtheria . 

0 

0 

Membranous  Croup  . 

0 

0 

Typhus  Fever  . 

0 

0 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  . 

0 

6 

Continued  Fever . 

0 

0 

Relapsing  Fever  . 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

0 

0 

Cholera  . 

0 

0 

Ervsipelas  . 

0 

2 

Number  of  such  Cases  removed  from  their  Homes  in  the 
several  Localities  for  Treatment  in  Isolation  Hospital. 

Under  5  Years  of  Age:  Scarlatina — 3. 

Above  5  Years  of  Age:  Scarlatina — 1;  Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever — 3. 
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TABLE  C,  1898. 

Todmorden  Rural  Council  Sanitary  District. 

Medical  Officer  of  Healh — J.  LAWSON,  M.B. 

Sanitary  Inspector — Mr.  EMMETT  SMITH. 

Water  Supply — 

Quality — Generally  good.  Action  on  Lead? — None  reported. 
Any  extensions  or  change  during  1898  ? — No. 

Any  inadequacy  in  any  part  ? — Some  inadequacy  during  dry 
summers. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal — 

Extensions  or  Improvements  during  1898  ? — 200  yards  of  New 
Sewer  at  Blackshawhead  and  Oak-villas. 

Any  inadequacy  in  any  part  ? — None  of  importance. 

Scavenging — 

Are  the  privy-middens,  &c.,  cleansed  by  Sanitary  staff,  by 
Contractors,  or  by  Owners  and  Tenants  ? — Sanitary  staff 
in  Parish  of  Heptonstall. 

If  scavenging  undertaken  by  District  Council,  what  was  the 
annual  cost  during  1898  ? — £66  Is.  9d. 

Adoptive  Acts — 

Date  of  adoption. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890 — 1st  August,  1891 
Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890 — 1st  August,  1891 
What  was  the  amount  paid  to  practitioners  under  the  Infec¬ 
tious  Disease  (Notification)  Act  during  1898  ? — £1  10s. 

Bye-Laws — 

Any  adopted  or  sanctioned  during  1898  ? — No. 

Are  they  properly  enforced  ? — No. 

Any  deficiency  ? — No. 

Regulated  Buildings,  Trades,  &c. — 

Canal  Boats  Inspected  ? — 96. 

Slaughter  Houses  Inspected  ? — 3. 

Cowsheds  Inspected  ? — 130. 

Offensive  Trades  ? — 1,  Tripe  Dressing. 

General  Condition  ? — Satisfactory. 

Legal  Proceedings  ? — None. 

Isolation  Hospital— Fielden  Hospital,  Lee-bottom. 
Disinfecting  Apparatus  ? — None. 

Compensation  paid  for  infected  articles  destroyed  during 
1898  ? — None. 

Dwellings — 

Number  of'  houses  built  and  occupied  during  1898 — 18. 
General  Character — Cottage  class. 

Any  houses  unfit  for  habitation  ? — No. 

Any  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses  ? — No. 
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Dwellings — Continued — 

Any  overcrowding  of  houses  on  area  ? — No. 

Any  action  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
'Act,  1890?— No. 

Meteorology — 

Mean  Temperature  for  year  1898 — 47*68. 

Rainfall — 42*68. 

Geology — Nature  of  Soil — Gravelly.  Subsoil — Gravel. 

Miscellaneous — 

Is  House-to-house  Inspection  systematically  made  ? — -No. 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1897 — 5.  At  close 
of  1898 — 2.  Reported  during  1898 — 68.  Abated  during 
1898—66. 

Total  No.  of  Summonses  or  other  Legal  Proceedings— None. 

No.  of  Sink  wastes  disconnected  during  1898 — 26. 

,,  .,  trapped  ,,  — 26. 

No.  of  Closets  constructed  during  1898 — 12.  Kinds — 7  Water 
Closets  and  5  Pails. 

Any  disease  peculiarly  endemic  in  the  district? — No. 

Any  information  as  to  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  all 
kinds  during  1898  ? — No. 

Any  information  as  to  number  of  deaths  from  Tabes 
Mesenterica  ? — No. 

Vaccination — General  efficiency — Almost  disegarded. 

What  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  following  matters: — 

Seizure  of  Unsound  Food— None.  Prosecutions — None. 

Samples  under  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act — None.  Prosecu¬ 
tions — None. 

River  Pollution— Notices  served. 

Smoke  Abatement — None.  No.  of  Observations  taken — None. 

Inspection  of  Factories  and  Workshops — None. 

Schools — No.  in  District — 4.  No.  closed  on  account  of  out¬ 
breaks  of  disease — None.  Total  duration  of  closure  from 
this  cause — None. 

Burial  Grounds — No.  in  District.  5.  Any  need  for  extension? 
No. 

Births — Males  50,  Females  57;  Total  107. 

Number  illegitimate,  included  in  the  above,  5. 

Any  information  as  to  Still-Births  ? — No. 

Deaths — Males  50,  Females  35;  Total  85. 

Number  uncertified,  included  in  the  above,  3. 

Rateable  Value  as  stated  in  Valuation  List — £25,849  15s.  Rate  in 

the  £,  1898 — 3/8. 
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